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OVERVIEW

. The starting point: God's sovereignty - Romans 13:1-2

. Obeying the government - Romans 13:3-4

. Because of conscience and to each his due - Romans 13:5-7

THE STARTING POINT: GODS SOVEREIGNTY - ROMANS 13:1-2

. The first of three reasons Paul gives for the statement that "everyone", not only
Christians, "must submit... to the governing authorities

. We must obey the authorities because "there is no authority except that
which God has established"

. Examples of how evil or less than godly rulers have factored in to God's plan
. The Pharaoh of the Exodus

. Pharaoh oppressed the Israelites and arrogantly resisted Moses'
demand that he let his people go

. Evil as this man was, he had nevertheless been put into his position
by God

. Paul quotes God as telling Pharaoh; "I raised you up for this very
purpose, that I might display my power in you and that my name
might be proclaimed in all the earth- Exodus 9:16

. Nebuchadnezzar was another arrogant ruler
. He thought he was superior to Yahweh because he had been able to

conquer Jerusalem
. In the end Nebuchadnezzar learned that God alone was truly

sovereign
. God's dominion is an eternal dominion... He does as He pleases

with the powers of heaven and the peoples of the earth .
Daniel 4:34-35

. The example ofJesus before Pilate
. Jesus had the power to shut Pilate up
. Jesus could have summoned His legion of angels and wiped out the

evil authority
. Christ recognized that it was God's will that Pilate prevail, even

though on the surface it looked God was losing the battle








